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It is that time of year again to say farewell to 2011 and welcome in the New Year.  
 
All the staff and trustees at Hackney Play Association would like to wish our 
colleagues and partners in Hackney and beyond best wishes for the festive season. 
We look forward to working with you in the coming year towards ensuring that all 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ
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East London Play Conference 
 

The 7th East London Play Conference took place 
on Friday 19th November organised by Hackney 
Play Association and PATH. It was fully booked 
and well-attended by playwork people from 
Hackney as well as many from across London 
and the South and East of England.  
 
The day took us on a journey through wild play, 
street play, city farms, adventure playgrounds, 
play on estates, smithing & forging, and 
playwork generally from Peterborough to 
Bristol, Germany to East London and many 
points in between. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ Ψ5ƻŜǎ tƭŀȅǿƻǊƪ ²ƻǊƪΚΩ 
was delivered by Bob Hughes and had the 
audience riveted, entertained, challenged and 
inspired - setting the tone and providing a  
strong foundation for the rest of the 
conference.  
 
The conference was packed and attended by 
over 100 delegates. Feedback from participants 
on the whole day was very positive and 
demonstrates that this is a valued event for 
those of us in East London and the many that 
travelled from much further afield to join in.
 

Professional Development Seminars 
 
Bob Hughes will be coming back this way in the New Year as part of a joint initiative between 
Playwork London, Hackney Play Association and The Learning Trust. Many of you will be familiar 
with his work and how it is integral to current playwork thinking and education.  
 
.ƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ΨōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŀȅǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜ !ƎŜΦΩ IŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
adventure playgrounds and worked on many other setting. He is an internationally acknowledged 
theoretician and practitioner and has lectured in numerous countries including Japan, the US, 
Argentina, Hong Kong, Australia and Europe.  His publications include: 
 

¶ Notes for Adventure Playworkers  

¶ Play Environments : A Question of Quality 

¶ ! tƭŀȅǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ¢ŀȄƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ tlay Types 

¶ The First Claim Parts I and II 

¶ Evolutionary Playwork and Reflective Analytic Practice 

¶ Play Types : Speculations and Possibilities.  
 
The 2nd edition of Evolutionary Playwork has been revised and published in September 2011. 

 
Bob Hughes addresses the East London Play 
Conference. 
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He was the first Managing Editor of the International Play Journal from 1993 ς 1996, and is 
currently the Membership Secretary of the EWNI branch of the International Play Association. He 
has run PlayEducation, an independent playwork research consultancy in Ely, Cambridgeshire since 
мфупΦ .ƻōΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘǳƳ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅΦ 
 
Bob will be presenting the first of our series of Professional Development Seminars in Hackney on 
Wednesday 25th January from 10am to 1pm at the Tomlinson Centre. Come and join us at this and 
future professional development seminars (see separate information for more details). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Training and Education Events 
 

Hackney Play Association Courses, in partnership with Playwork London, and funded by 
the Learning Trust and LB Hackney 
 
Does Playwork Work?                                                            Bob Hughes - 25 January, 10am-1pm. 
 
Perspectives on Playing     Stuart Lester - 21 March, 10am-1pm. 
  
Playwork, violence and the politics of space                     Wendy Russell - 2 May, 10am-1pm. 
 
Safeguarding: Update & Refresh for Play Providers,  Hackney Play Association & CHSCB ς 21 
February, 9.30am-2.30pm. 
 
Transforming Play Spaces: Encouraging playfulness, Hackney Play Association - 8 March 2012, 
9.30am-2.30pm. 
 
Level 2 Qualification in Playwork (QCF & NVQ) ς Starting in March subject to demand. 
 
For further information visit the Training page at www.hackneyplay.org  
 
If you have requests or suggestions for future training and education please contact our Play 
Development & Training Manager, Bridget Handscomb at bridget.handscomb at hackneyplay.org  

 

http://www.hackneyplay.org/
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Early Years Courses: 
 
The following courses are selected from the Early Years Training Programme 2011-12 and are open 
to independent sector organisations who work with children in childcare, playwork and out of 
school provision. This is a sample of courses likely to be most relevant to play providers: 
 

¶ Introduction to Safeguarding & Child Protection ς 16 January, 8 March or 12 June, 9am-4pm. 

¶ Paediatric First Aid for Children & Babies (2 Day) ς 14 & 16 February, 5 & 13 March, 23 & 30 
April, 17 & 24 May, 6 & 7 June or 3 & 10 July, 9am-4pm. 

¶ Exploring the Implications of the Revised EYFS - 13 or 14 June 2012, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Practical Strategies for Inclusion ς 26 January, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Supporting BoysΩ Development ς 29 May, 9am-12 noon 

¶ Supporting Parents of Children with Additional Needs ς 27 March, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Understanding and Supporting Children with Autism ς 24 January, 9am-4pm. 

¶ Working with Children Developing English as an Additional Language ς 26 June, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Working with Young Children with Down Syndrome ς 15 March, 9am-4pm. 

¶ External & Educational Visits: Safety & Risk Assessment ς 7 March, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Fire Safety Awareness ς 11 January or 17 April, 9am-12 noon. 

¶ Food Hygiene ς 31 January, 14 March or 20 June, 9am-4pm. 

¶ Risk Assessment ς 22 February or 16 May, 9am-4pm. 

¶ Health & Safety in the Workplace (CIEH Award at Level 2) ς 25 January or 3 May, 9am-4pm. 
 
For further information and booking forms please email  
earlyyearsadmin at learningtrust.co.uk  
 
 

 
Short Breaks and Play 
 
The Short Breaks Hit Squad are offering to work 
with play providers to support inclusion of 
disabled children in local play projects. 
 
The team are a multidisciplinary team of 
professionals based at Hackney Ark. They can 
help support induction and introductions of 
new children and carers to play projects and 
can also offer training in response to individual 
needs. 
 
IŀŎƪƴŜȅ tƭŀȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴing Manager Bridget Handscomb will be liaising 
with Short Breaks over the coming months with a view to working together on training. 
Please contact Bridget for further information at bridget.handscomb at hackneyplay.org   
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Developing Quality Play Provision 
 
By Bridget Handscomb 
 
Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ IŀŎƪƴŜȅΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 
play sector after an interval of over 25 years.  
 
Throughout that period I have worked within play services in London and maintained a 
commitment to supporting quality assurance as a mentor and assessor. I have also been a 
volunteer playworker and a trustee for independent organisations whilst working in local 
authorities and doing occasional freelance play and playwork training and consultancy. So I feel 
privileged to say that I have seen a lot of different ways of working towards quality in my time. 
 
Hackney was the birthplace of the now nationally recognised Quality in Play scheme which is 
managed by Play England. Many who had an input in developing this quality assurance tool are still 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ 9ǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ 
Playground were accredited as having demonstrated their ability to achieve and sustain a 
recognised standard of quality throughout their organisation across all 11 areas. 
 

It is essential for the viability of play 
organisations for us to make the link 
between quality assurance, sustainability 
and fundraising.  
 
Both from the perspective of local 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ 
independent grant and fund givers - the 
more clearly we can demonstrate how we 
continuously improve and develop our 
services the greater the reassurance and 
therefore success we will have with 
different funding streams.  
 
 
 

 

tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΧΦΦ 
 
The Quality in Play scheme has sometimes been misunderstood as an end point rather than an on-
going systematic developmental approach to running play provision.  
 
In order to achieve accreditation organisations need to devise and implement their own 
procedures to enable self-assessment. This means setting up ways of checking on how well the 
play provision actually does what it intends to do.  
 
For example, we all meet legal requirements through doing health and safety checks but how 
often do we carry out an audit of the play environment considering the ways in which the physical 
space, resources and the atmosphere within that space supports children to play?  

 
Level 3 Playwork Training funded by the Learning Trust. 


